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Response to Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment (37 CFR 1.121) 
Serial No. 09/757,255 

LISTING OF CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application. 

1-23. (Canceled) 

24. (Currently amended) A freestanding t ool holding device comprising: 

a first rail; and 

a second tail vertically and horizontally offset from oach other the first raiLl faereby 
forming an opening therebetween for receiving a lower end of an elongate member 
therein, 

the rails further characterized bv generally opposed edges for simultaneously 
contacting and exerting reaction forces on the elongate member when inserted 
therebetween, to lodge and restrain 5 e4hftt the elongate member is dispoco d m a generally 
vertical and leaning orientation therein gierebetween , 

said tool holding device lacking m e ans abase plate f or supporting the lower end 
of the elongate member when received between the rails. 

25. (Currently amended) A device according to claim 24 wherein the rails comprise generally 
parallel crossbars farthea: ohaioctorizod by gODeMrolly oppoGod odgea for contaofting th e 
el ongat e memb e r when ino e rtod thoreb e tw ee n . 

26. (Currently amended) A device according to claim 3^J4 further characterized by at least 
one depression formed in at least one of the oroopbara along the opposed edges4»rAe 
croaoborg . 

27. (Canceled) 

0 

28. (Currently amended) A device according to claim 26 wherein two depressions are formed 
in flio oroDsbaro along the opposed edges-ftweeC and are generally aligned, thoroby 
mrtn-ntinp mnvnmont f i f to fiirfhet restrain the elongate member when disposed therein. 
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Response to Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment (37 CFR L121) 
Serial No. 09/757,255 

29. (Previously presented) A device according to claim 25 further comprising two end plates 
A attached to side edges of the crossbars, vrfiereby the end plates and the crossbars form a 

30. (Previously presented) A device according to claim 29 wherein outward extents of the 
end plates define a footprint and wherein a vertical projection through a center of gravity 
of an elongate member inserted between the crossbars lies within the footprint. 

3 L (Withdrawn) A device according to clahn 24 further comprising at least one elongate 
member inserted between the rails, the elongate member including a support for 
supporting an item thereon. 

32. (Withdrawn) A device according to claim 3 1 further comprismg a shelf disposed on die 
support. 

33 . (Withdrawn) A device according to claim 24 wherein the first rail and the second rail 
comprise a first hoop and a second hoop generally concentric therewit h, further whoroin 
tho firot hoop and the s e cond hoop Qompris e g e nerally oppooed odgos for oontaoting th e 
e i ongato memb e r whon inoortod thcrobotW i ^oon . 

34-36. (Canceled) 

37. (Withdrawn) A device according to claim 3 6 ?3 further comprising at least one leg 
attached to the hoops, thereby forming a stable structure. 

38. (Withdrawn) A device according to claim 37 wherein an outward extent of the at least 
one leg defines a footprint, vAerein a vertical projection through a center of gravity of an 
elongate member inserted between the hoops lies within the footprint* 

39. (Currently amended) A method for storing elongate members comprising the steps of: 

providing a freestanding tool hold inR device comprisinftA, first rail and a second 
railt^esitieni^ said rails vertically and horizontally oflfeet from each other to form an 
opening therebetwee n for receiving a lower end of an elongat e member therein, t he rails 
further characterized bv generallv opposed edees for simultane ously contacting and 
exerting reaction forces on the elongate member when inse rted therebetween, to lodge 
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►nse to Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment (37 CFR 1.121) 
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and restrain the elongate member in a generally vertical and leaning orientation 
therebetween : and 

inserting a lower end of an elongate member in the opening between said rails 
so that tfao olongQto momb e r io dispos e d in a gen e rally v e rtiGot ori e ntation - th e r e in - without 
providing m e an s a base plate f or supporting the lower end of the elongate member when 
received between said rails, 

(Canceled) 

(Currently amended) A method according to claim 4039 further comprising forming at 
least one depression in at least one of said rails along said opposed edges. 

(Currently amended) A method according to claim 44 39 fiirther comprising: 



forming- ftt - lcost one two d epressions along sai d optsosed edges first e dge of said qa 
first rail; and 

forming at least ono dopr e ooionolong said aocond odgo of ooid se cond rail , 
wherein said depressions formed along said first e dg e and s aid s e cond -e d ge are generally 
aligned, th e r e by r e striotinii mov e ment of to further restrain t he elongate member when the 
lower end thereof is disposed between said rails. 
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CONCLUSION 



Applicant respectfully requests reconsideration, withdrawal of all grounds of rejection, 
and allowance of claims 24-26, 28-33, 37-39, and 41-42 in due course* The Examiner is invited 
to contact Applicant's undersigned representative by telephone at the number listed below to 
discuss any outstanding issues. 

Applicant believes that no extension-of-time fee is required for this Amendment and 
Response to be entered and considered. However, please consider this a conditional petition for 
the proper extension, if one is required, and a conditional authorization to charge any related 
extension fees necessary for entry of this paper to Deposit Account No. 20-0531. 



Respectfully submitted. 



Date; September 29, 2003 




ChristophCT W. Stamoa 
Attorney for Applicant 
Reg. No. 35,370 



Testa, Hurwitz, & Thibeault, LLP 
125 fflgh Street 
Boston, MA 02110 



2689257 



TeLNo. (617)248-7026 
Fax No. (617)248-7100 



RECEIVED 
CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

SEP 2 9 2003 
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